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Why India?

India is home to one 
third of the world’s 
poorest

World Bank



Why India?
� 18 million children live on the 

streets
� Women
In poorest areas have no access to

Finances
Land
Inheritance Rights

Frequently reported:

Domestic violence
Rape
Sexual harassment
Acid attacks
“Honour killings”

� 33% of population live below 
the poverty line

� 53% of children die before their 
5th birthday

� 47% girls married before age of 
18 years

� Although discrimination on basis of 
Hindu caste illegal, members of Dalit 
caste remain some of the 
poorest in society

ActionAid UK



Why India?

Femdex
(McKinsey Global Institute’s 

Female Empowerment Index) 
0.53 in Rajasthan

(1.00 = gender parity)



Rajat Gupta et al McKinsey Global Institute 2014

Why India?
680 million Indians 
cannot meet their essential 
needs

~50% public spending on 
basic services does not reach 
the people

46% of basic services not 
within reach for average 
household



Why India?
India is the top source 
and destination for 
world’s migrants

Pew Research Centre 3 March 2017

17 million 
Indian migrants 
worldwide

UN December 2017



Why India?



www.khandel-light.co.uk

INDIA-
We work in

Rajasthan



Partnership/Empowerment

10 Volunteer Trustees                99p in every £1 goes directly to Villages          



Focus on Poverty and Human Rights



Adopting a Capability Approach
What people are able to do and be

Rights + ability to exercise them
Amartya Sen



Defining 
achievement in 
terms of 
opportunities 
created



Abraham Maslow
1908-1970

Professor of 
Psychology in
New York



Help people to reach their 
potential or Capability

What we are trying to do…….?

Maslow’s Hierarchy of needs



Water Harvesting. Water Houses. Tankers.

Employment. Toilets. Health Camps. Housing. 
Emergency Relief. Fodder for cattle. 
Prevention of migration.

Medical Camps. Health Workers. 
Women’s Groups. Temple visits. 
Antenatal Care. Training and awareness. 
Monthly meetings.

Education. 
Empowerment of Women.

Aspirations. 
Community awareness. 

Physiological

Safety

Love/
Belonging

Esteem

Self Actualisation



Water Harvesting. Water Houses. Tankers.

400 tankers per month



Water Harvesting. Water Houses. Tankers.

Water Houses



Water Harvesting. Water Houses. Tankers.

Water Harvesting



Employment. Toilets. Health Camps. Housing. 
Emergency Relief. Fodder for cattle. 
Prevention of migration.

Employment Creation



Employment. Toilets. Health Camps. Housing. 
Emergency Relief. Fodder for cattle. 
Prevention of migration.

Toilets



Employment. Toilets. Health Camps. Housing. 
Emergency Relief. Fodder for cattle. 
Prevention of migration.

Health Camps



Employment. Toilets. Health Camps. Housing. 
Emergency Relief. Fodder for cattle. 
Prevention of migration.

Maternity Care



Employment. Toilets. Health Camps. Housing. 
Emergency Relief. Fodder for cattle. 
Prevention of migration.

Brick and Stone Houses



Employment. Toilets. Health Camps. Housing. 
Emergency Relief. Fodder for cattle. 
Prevention of migration.

Emergency Relief

Disabled, Orphans, Widows



Employment. Toilets. Health Camps. Housing. 
Emergency Relief. Fodder for cattle. 
Prevention of migration.

Fodder for Cattle



Health Workers. Women’s Groups. 
Temple visits. Training and awareness. 
Monthly meetings. Adolescent Girls’ 
Fairs

Health Workers
(Saheli)



Health Workers. Women’s Groups. 
Temple visits.Training and awareness. 
Monthly meetings.

Monthly Meetings
of Villagers
15th of the month



Education. 
Empowerment of Women.



� More expensive than 
boys

� Northern India: move 
away with husband’s 
family

� Need to provide dowry
� No use in parents’ old 

age
� Selective abortion

Girls not valued





Malala Yousufzai



1,083 Student Sponsorships



Variable by state
Kerala 100%
Nationally:

75.3% men
53.7% women

Literacy



3,677 women made literate through 
Khandel light programme



Girl Child Nutrition Project
� Started April 1st 2014
� 110 Girls and mothers 

per year
� First 6 months for 3 

months
300g Flour per day
100g Sugar per day
100g Butter per day

� 2 child families only



Nutrition for baby girls (often neglected)

� Sends message that 
girls are valued

� Emphasises 
importance of small 
families

� Better cognitive 
development



Adolescent Girls’ Fairs



Aspirations. 
Community awareness. 



Aspirations. 
Community awareness. 



Aspirations. 
Community awareness. 



Water Harvesting. Water Houses. Tankers.

Employment. Toilets. Health Camps. Housing. 
Emergency Relief. Fodder for cattle. 
Prevention of migration.

Medical Camps. Health Workers. 
Women’s Groups. Temple visits. 
Antenatal Care. Training and awareness. 
Monthly meetings.

Education. 
Empowerment of Women.

Aspirations. 
Community awareness. 

Gradual progression in 
opportunities, development 
and freedom





Water Update 2017-2018
� Drought last summer
� 200mm rain
� We had cut water 

budget and only 
supplying 350 
families

� Price rise from 300 
to 350 rupees per 
5000 litre tanker



Water Update 2018-18
Due to the generosity of our supporters we have:

• Increased tanker 
supply to 400 
Families

• Been able to 
build more Water 
Houses (water 
storage tanks)



Water Update- Generosity of our Supporters

• Without water 
we could not 
possibly 
continue our 
projects



For the price of a Primo 
Americano…..

You can provide 
water for a family 
for ONE MONTH



We’re now in the 21st Century!
� Enter 70070 into 

“Messages” and text 
KLJG40 followed by 
the amount you wish 
to donate e.g. £4



Success Stories
� Our Computer 

Training Certificate
has enabled entry of 
10 students into 
higher technical 
education

� Without computer 
training no access

� Also enables 
employment

Computer Training



Success Stories
� Our Tailoring 

Training has 
enabled at least 40 
women to start small 
business

� Increases standing 
in community and 
families

� “Make, make do and 
mend” Tailoring Training



Success Stories
� Several women 

have gained 
employment or 
started their own 
business

� Banks recognise 
training to secure 
Bank Loan 

Beauty Parlour Training





Rural Tourism for sustainability

� Schools
� Gap Year Students
� Other groups
� Groups of up to 20
� Accommodation with 

full board
� Trips organised

e.g. Pushkar
� Visits to project area







Background
A New Initiative
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Background
In India……

� A child is raped every 155 
minutes

� A child under 10 raped every 13 
hours

� >10,000 children raped in 2015
� 240 million women married 

before 18 yrs
� 53% children report sexual abuse
� 50% known to child or “persons in 

trust and care-givers

Sources: Indian Government. Unicef



Background
A New Initiative

� Parents keeping girls at home if school 
too far away

� 5 days of school a month missed
� Girls want to study but parents want to 

arrange marriage
� Boys frequently molesting girls



100 years ago this year….
“We woman suffragists 
have a great mission-
the greatest mission 
the world has ever 
known. It is to free half 
the human race, and 
through that freedom 
to save the rest”

Emmeline Pankhurst



Teenage girls are forceful agents for change



A New Initiative:
Girls’ Parliament
बा#लका संसद



Girls’ Parliament
� 400 Girls 12-20 years

� Election Day April 2018

� Elect Parliament of 40 
“MPs”

� Prime Minister

� Cabinet Appointed

� “Treasury” of £1000

� Parliament meets 2 
days 6 times a year 
(residential)

� Full-time “Civil Servant”



Girls’ Parliament
� Support in avoiding 

early marriage
� Addressing danger 

of assault and 
bullying by boys

� Educating boys?
� Improve health
� Empowerment 
� Self-confidence
� Positive Future
� Freedom to choose



Thank you for all your support!


